










More of those younger buildings are finding it harder to lure tenants as the global 

commercial real estate industry faces headwinds unseen in decades. The gulf in demand 

between high-quality Class A office assets and lower-quality offices "perhaps has never 

been wider," according to a 2023 global commercial real estate outlook from the Deloitte 

Center for Financial Services. Office owners have to consider making upgrades or 

conversions to their properties "or risk obsolescence," the report said. 

However, the report notes, while residential conversions across the US were considered 

"an early strategy to capitalize on rising residential rents and limited inventory," they 

"proved difficult to implement." 

For the 10 buildings that ranked high enough on Gensler's scorecard, the next step could 

be more study. How would the building's layout contribute to a good mix of unit sizes? 

Where could amenities go? What about accessibility upgrades? 

While 10 out of 84 isn't a huge percentage, Dundon said, it could create other 

opportunity down the line. 

"What that then could potentially mean is that the other 74 buildings could be 

repurposed for something else," he said. "Single-use districts are not the future of cities." 

Catherine Carlock can be reached at catherine.carlock@globe.com. Follow her on Twitter@bycathcarlock. 
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